
NSE Assessment (Session 1): 
The Academic Plan Assignment for MEP

What Will We Learn 
About Our Students?



Overview

• Introduction to the NSE Assessment

• Assessing for Critical Thinking

• MEP Assignment and Activity

• Faculty Role in Assessment

• The Tool to Assess (BlackBoard Rubric)



We will be able to…
• Introduction to the NSE Assessment

Recognize components of the NSE Program Evaluation

Identify outcomes of the NSE

• Assessing for Critical Thinking
 Compare indicators of critical thinking

• MEP Assignment and Activity
 Apply the steps students follow to complete the assignment

• Faculty Role in Assessment
 State how assessment improves your work 

• The Tool to Assess (BlackBoard Rubric)
Use the assignment feature in Bb to collect student work 

Use the digital rubric uploaded within Bb to grade



NSE Program Evaluation Assessment

Results are not used
…to grade students
…for faculty evaluations
…to limit access to programs

Results are
…from sampled students 
…representative of faculty on all campuses
…evidence of the measures that faculty  
create and implement



Types of Assessments

Course-Level Assessment

 Assess student learning

outcomes at the end of the

course

 Assign a grade to individual

students

 Grading often involves only one

faculty member who is teaching

the course

Program-Level Assessment

 Assess student learning

outcomes at the end of the

program

 Evaluate aggregate student

artifacts for purposes of program

Improvement

 Evaluation involves faculty teams
across the program/discipline



NSE Student Learning 
Outcomes Assessment

(NSE course 
and co-curricular)



NSE Student Learning 
Outcomes Assessment

(NSE course 
and co-curricular)

NSE 
Course
SLO Assessment
(six outcomes -
Ps)

Purpose
Pathway
Plan
Preparation
Personal Connection
Place



NSE Program 
Evaluation 

Implementation + Impact

NSE Student Learning 
Outcomes Assessment

(NSE course 
and co-curricular)

NSE 
Course
SLO 
Assessment
(six outcomes -
Ps)

General 
Education

Critical Thinking
Oral Communication
Interpersonal Communication



NSE Program 
Evaluation (QEP)
Implementation + Impact

NSE Student Learning 
Outcomes Assessment

(NSE course 
and co-curricular)

NSE 
Course
SLO Assessment
(six outcomes -
Ps)

General 
Education

Critical Thinking
Oral Communication
Interpersonal Communication

Purpose
Pathway
Plan
Preparation
Personal Connection
Place

successfully complete a college-credit bearing course 
designed to facilitate a comprehensive introduction to 
Valencia and the skills associated with success in college. 

develop an educational plan and course schedule to ensure 
timely success.

complete college-prep classes 
and be prepared for college-level work. 
successfully complete the first 15 college-level credits at 
Valencia.
develop academic behaviors associated with success in 
college.
discover a plan for college as part of a purpose in life.engage Valencia as a place for learning and community. 



Assessing For Critical Thinking

In order to have evidence of critical thinking, 

we need to…

• define it

• identify some elements

• compare models 

• designate indicators

• create a tool





Phases of Assessment



NSE Program 
Evaluation (QEP)
Implementation + Impact

NSE Student Learning 
Outcomes Assessment

(NSE course 
and co-curricular)

NSE 
Course
SLO Assessment
(six outcomes -
Ps)

General 
Education

Critical Thinking
Ethical Reasoning
Oral Communication
Interpersonal Communication



Critical thinking 
occurs 

in context

Gerald Nosich adapted
Richard Paul’s components



Use of Evidence

Influence of Context

Bias



Influence of Context and Assumptions

Evidence

Student’s position 
… Bias



My Education Plan Assignment 
and Activity

Step 1 – Select Major and Compare Institutions

Step 2 – Action Plan Reflection

Step 3 – Research Degree, Prerequisites & Plug into                  

AA Program Handout

Step 4 - Complete My Education Plan 



Faculty Role in Assessment

When we engage in assessment activities we can…

• more readily notice areas in need of improvement. 

• commit to emphasizing instruction related to 
specific outcomes. 

• play a critical role in helping establish a 
community of practice. 

• participate in the continuous cycle of 
improvement which makes us more aware of the 
successes and necessary improvements. 



Questions about your role…



Your role is important…

• The Valencia community will begin to understand 
what the students are experiencing and learning as 
a result of the NSE. 

• Faculty, staff, and administrators will be able to 
have conversations about best practices in 
implementation. 

• The evaluation activities will support continuous 
improvement of the experience for both faculty 
and students. 



Upcoming Opportunity…

General Education Critical Thinking and Assessment 
Session and Workshops - Oct. 10, 2014

East AM 
Session Location:  6-110
8:30- 9 am light breakfast 
9 am - 10 am critical thinking

10  am - noon 
(A) Multiple Choice Question 
(MCQ) - 6-110 (2 PD) or 

(B) Essay Question Development -
6-217 (2 PD)

West PM 
Session Location: 11-106 
1:30- 2 light snack 
2 pm - 3 pm critical thinking 

3 pm - 5 pm 
(A) Multiple Choice Question 
MCQ - 11-106 (2 PD) or

(B) Essay Question Development -
11-216 (2 PD)

RSVP - http://www.tiny.cc/Oct-10



BlackBoard



What’s next…

Final Story Project: General Education Assessment Training

• October 15, 2014: 6pm-8pm at Lake Nona Campus or

• October 17, 2014: 9am-11am at West Campus


